
Hospital Rooms announces landmark partnerships with Hauser & Wirth and 
Avant Arte to raise £1m over the next three years 

• Hospital Rooms announces two partnerships: a landmark partnership with Hauser & Wirth in 
addition to a partnership with Avant Arte to raise £1m over the next three years.

• +DXVHU�	�:LUWK�DQQRXQFHG�DV�+RVSLWDO�5RRPV�RτFLDO�JDOOHU\�SDUWQHU
• 0DMRU�H[KLELWLRQ�DQG�DXFWLRQ�WR�WDNH�SODFH�DW�+DXVHU�	�:LUWK��/RQGRQ�����$XJ������6HSW�����
• $YDQW�$UWH�DQQRXQFHG�DV�+RVSLWDO�5RRPV�RτFLDO�HGLWLRQV�SDUWQHU
• Partnerships to raise over £1m to support the vital work of Hospital Rooms in three new mental 

KHDOWK�KRVSLWDOV�DFURVV�(QJODQG
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HOSPITAL ROOMS !

Hauser & Wirth have been a key supporter of Hospital Rooms over the past three years through 
annual auctions that have collectively raised over £200,000 for the charity. The gallery is now 
solidifying its partnership with Hospital Rooms through a new commitment to the organisation 
until 2025. Commencing this Mental Health Awareness Week (9-15 May) and for the next 
three years, Hauser & Wirth will host a series of events and an annual major exhibition at its 
London gallery that feature acclaimed artists and insights by experts by experience of mental 
health services. This ongoing research will be supported by clinicians, university partners and 
representatives from the World Heath Organization. The purpose of the partnership is to raise 
awareness of Hospital Rooms’ mission to radically transform the face of mental health care in the 
UK and beyond, and to generate new knowledge around how the arts operate in the mental health 
sphere. A major exhibition (19 August - 14 September 2022) featuring new installations by artists 
4HYR�;P[JOULY��/HYVSK�6ɈLO�HUK�4PJOLSSL�>PSSPHTZ�.HTHRLY�^PSS�J\STPUH[L�PU�H�M\UKYHPZPUN�H\J[PVU�
����:LW[LTILY�������HUK�YHPZL�[OL�WYVÄSL�VM�[OL�JOHYP[`»Z�PTWVY[HU[�^VYR�PU[LYUH[PVUHSS �̀�

(]HU[�(Y[L�HYL�HSZV�HUUV\UJLK�HZ�[OL�VɉJPHS�LKP[PVUZ�WHY[ULY�VM�/VZWP[HS�9VVTZ��Z\WWVY[PUN�[OL�
charity to raise funds and awareness around the role that art can play in addressing mental health 
issues to its community of 2.5m art lovers and collectors. 

Mark Titchner��/LNH�7KHUH�,V�+RSH�$QG�,�&DQ�'UHDP�RI�$QRWKHU�:RUOG������

This phrase was inspired by an interview with Julia Foxon, who has lived experience of mental health services conducted by Hospital Rooms Research 
Assistant Laura Cundall in response to the question “How would you hope an artwork in a mental health hospital would make you feel?”



Together with Hauser & Wirth and Avant Arte, Hospital Rooms will host a fundraising auction and release a suite 
VM�SPTP[LK�LKP[PVUZ�L]LY`�`LHY�[OH[�^PSS�NLULYH[L�ZPNUPÄJHU[�M\UKZ�LUHISPUN�/VZWP[HS�9VVTZ�[V�IYPUN�[OLZL�PKLHZ�
[V�YLHSP[`�PU�[OYLL�UL^S`�I\PS[�TLU[HS�OLHS[O�OVZWP[HSZ�HJYVZZ�,UNSHUK��;OL�ÄYZ[�OVZWP[HS�[V�IL�ZLSLJ[LK�MVY�[OPZ�
Z\WWVY[�PZ�[OL�9P]LY�*LU[YL��5VYMVSR�HUK�:\ɈVSR�5/:�-V\UKH[PVU�;Y\Z[�^OPJO�WYV]PKLZ�PUWH[PLU[�JHYL�[V�WLVWSL�
with severe and enduring mental health diagnoses.

Niamh White, Co-Founder, Hospital Rooms said:
“These landmark partnerships put Hospital Rooms on new trajectory for the future. Not only will 
WKH\�UDLVH�VLJQLðFDQW�IXQGV�WR�DOORZ�XV�WR�ZRUN�LQ�PRUH�DPELWLRXV�ZD\V�ZLWK�PRUH�SHRSOH��WKH\�
ZLOO�DOVR�HQKDQFH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�UROH�WKDW�DUWV�FDQ�SOD\�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�DW�DQ�
international level.”

Neil Wenman, Partner, Hauser & Wirth: 
ì:H�KDYH�EHHQ�ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�+RVSLWDO�5RRPV��ZLWK�ERWK�1LDPK�DQG�7LP�DOXPLQL�
RI�WKH�JDOOHU\��7KHLU�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SDVVLRQ�DQG�JHQHURVLW\�LV�YHU\�FORVH�WR�RXU�KHDUWV��+DYLQJ�
VHHQ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKHLU�ZRUN�LQ�1+6�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LQSDWLHQW�XQLWV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��ZH�
ðUPO\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�DUW�SOD\V�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�FKDQJLQJ�OLYHV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�MR\�DQG�GLJQLW\�
WR�VWLPXODWH�DQG�KHDO��:H�DUH�WKULOOHG�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKLV�WKUHH�\HDU�ORQJ�SDUWQHUVKLS�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�
ORQJ�WHUP�SODQQLQJ�DQG�DPELWLRQV�DQG�KHOS�UHDFK�D�ZLGHU�DXGLHQFH�ú

Mazdak Sanii, Co-Founder and CEO, Avant Arte said: 
ì:HâUH�LQFUHGLEO\�H[FLWHG�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�+RVSLWDO�5RRPV�DV�WKHLU�RτFLDO�HGLWLRQV�SDUWQHU�IRU�
the next three years. Avant Arte exists because of the positive impact we know art can have 
on people. And our belief that it can impact many millions more than it does today. We’ve been 
LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�SURIRXQG�ZRUN�+RVSLWDO�5RRPV�GRHV�LQ�EULQJLQJ�DUW�WR�WKRVH�
VXσHULQJ�IURP�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�DQG�ZHâUH�KRQRXUHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP�ú

4PRL�:LHTHU��+LW\[`�+PYLJ[VY�VM�5\YZPUN��5VYMVSR�HUK�:\ɈVSR�5/:�-V\UKH[PVU�;Y\Z[�ZHPK!
ì:H�DUH�GHOLJKWHG�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�+RVSLWDO�5RRPV�WR�PDNH�DUW�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�FHQWUDO�WR�
UHFRYHU\��7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�D�WKHUDSHXWLF�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
QHHGV�FDQQRW�EH�RYHUVWDWHG��:H�NQRZ�WKDW�DUW�FDQ�SOD\�D�KXJH�SDUW�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�FUHDWH�WKLV�
HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�,�KDYH�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�WKLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�EULQJ�KXJH�EHQHðWV�IRU�RXU�VWDσ�DQG�
patients as we develop modern, improved facilities at Hellesdon Hospital.”
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Naomi Frears Bethlem Mother and Baby Unit

http://www.hospital-rooms.com


Mark Titchner, Bevan Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit Sara Berman, Bevan Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit

Jade Montserrat, Northside House, Forensic Unit Richard Rawlins, Titian Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit 
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Sonia Boyce, Croydon Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit 

http://www.hospital-rooms.com
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LIKE THERE IS HOPE AND I CAN DREAM OF ANOTHER WORLD
EXHIBITION

Hauser & Wirth, 23 Savile Row, London W1S 2ET
19 August - 14 September 2022

Open: Tuesday - Saturday. 10:00 - 17:00
7YP]H[L�=PL^!�-YLL��HSS�^LSJVTL�;O\YZKH`����(\N\Z[���!�������!��

In the summer of 2022, a new exhibition at Hauser & Wirth will share the 
extraordinary work of arts and mental health charity Hospital Rooms and 

result in a fundraising auction including artwork and experiences.

The show will include major new installation based artworks by long term Hospital Rooms 
JVSSHIVYH[VYZ�4HYR�;P[JOULY��/HYVSK�6ɈLO�HUK�4PJOLSSL�>PSSPHTZ�.HTHRLY�

It will also play host to an investigative and collaborative arts programme that engages wider artists 
and arts organisations who will join Hospital Rooms and Hauser & Wirth in imagining a new future 
for mental health services. This will be supported by a research symposium and a number of vibrant 
JVU]LYZH[PVUZ�^P[O�SLHKPUN�[OPURLYZ�PU�H�]HYPL[`�VM�YLSL]HU[�ÄLSKZ�

Key events: 

Wednesday 24 August - Workshop Day

Hospital Rooms curators and artists Molly Bonnell and Tom Shepherd-Barron will host a day of art 
^VYRZOVWZ�MVY�`V\UN�WLVWSL�MYVT�[OL�:WYPUNÄLSK�<UP]LYZP[`�/VZWP[HS�*OPSKYLU�HUK�(KVSLZJLU[�4LU[HS�
Health Service.The day will encourage a curiosity about the material world and provide tools to 
develop participants’ own creative voice, identity and creative community.

Saturday 27 August - Workshop Day

Hospital Rooms curators and artists Siphiwe Mnguni and Valerie Asiimwe Amani will be running a day 
VM�HY[�^VYRZOVWZ�VU�YLKLÄUPUN�`V\Y�WLYZVUHS�]PZ\HS�UHYYH[P]L���\ZPUN�JOHYHJ[LYZ�PU�ÄST��IVVRZ�HUK�
artwork as a way to reimagine representation of minority communities.

Saturday 3 September - Art Workshop

Hospital Rooms artist Linda Bell will host a day event presenting an immersive performance further 
KL]LSVWPUN�[OL�HY[^VYR�ZOL�^PSS�OH]L�WYVK\JLK�^P[O�[OL�:OHYL�*VTT\UP[`�MVY�:WYPUNÄLSK�/VZWP[HS�

Saturday 10 September 10:00 - 15:00 - Research Symposium

Wednesday 14 September 18:00 - 21:00 - Auction at Hauser & Wirth

The fourth annual Hospital Rooms fundraising auction will take place in-person and online on the 
evening of Wednesday 14 September. Lots include museum quality artwork and creative experiences. 
Participating artists who have generously donated work include Sutapa Biswas, Julian Opie, Rachel 
Howard, Emma Cousin, Ryan Mosley and Richard Wentworth.

http://www.hospital-rooms.com
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THE NEED
In the aftermath of the Covid 19 pandemic, the work of Hospital Rooms is more urgent than ever. 
Tens of thousands of people are incarcerated in mental health hospitals, and this number has risen 
40% in 10 years (Mental Health Foundation 2020). The Covid crisis has sparked a dramatic rise in 
the numbers of people experiencing mental health problems, with 1.6 million waiting for specialised 
[YLH[TLU[�HUK�HUV[OLY���TPSSPVU�^OV�JHUUV[�NL[�VU�[OL�^HP[PUN�SPZ[�I\[�^V\SK�ILULÄ[�MYVT�Z\WWVY[�
(Guardian 2022). In addition, experiences of people of colour in mental health services are more 
negative than those of white people and they are more likely to come through the criminal justice 
system and be detained (Mental Health Foundation 2020). Black men are 6 times more likely to 
become subject to the Mental Health Act than white men.

While mental health hospitals provide care to the most unwell and stigmatised people, their 
environments remain cold, clinical and not conducive to recovery (CQC, NHS 5 Year Forward 
View, White Paper 2021). Patients describe them as ãOLNH�SULVRQâ��ãKRUULEOHâ��DQG�ãKXJHO\�QHJDWLYH��
GLVWUHVVLQJ��GDUN�DQG�GUDE�â (Patient 2018-21)

In addition, there is an overwhelming catalogue of devastating testimony about peoples’ negative 
experience gathered in the recently published White Paper for mental health. ã'XULQJ�P\�ðUVW�
H[SHULHQFH�RI�EHLQJ�VHFWLRQHG�,�ZDV�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�QR�GLJQLW\�RU�UHVSHFW�DQG�ZLOO�QHYHU�UHFRYHU�IURP�
WKDW�WHUULI\LQJ��GHJUDGLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�â (White Paper 2021). ã,�IHOW�DV�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�EHLQJ�NHSW�LQ�D�
KROGLQJ�VSDFH�XQWLO�,�ZDV�VDIH�WR�OHDYH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�ZKLFK�,�FRXOG�KHDO��,�DP�VWLOO�
WUHDWHG�IRU�376'�EHFDXVH�RI�WKLV�â (Patient 2022) Personality disorder specialist Keir Harding, founder 
of Beam Consultancy, says such environments ‘recreate a lot of the trauma [patients] have lived 
WKURXJKâ (BBC 2022)

Despite evidence to show the arts ãFDQ�KHOS�SDWLHQWV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�VHQVH�RI�SHUVRQDO�GLJQLW\�DQG�
FRQWURO�LQ�ZKDW�DUH�RIWHQ�GLVWUHVVLQJ�FLUFXPVWDQFHVâ��;OL�7V^LY�VM�(Y[������ and a real appetite 
from patients to participate in artistic activity, ã,�ZRXOG�KDYH�JLYHQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�SDLQW�â (Patient 
2021) access to art or creativity is extremely limited in mental health hospitals. Even those who 
have existing creative practices are unable to maintain this due to lack of materials, activities and 
understanding. Interviews undertaken with patients by our Research Assistant Laura Cundall who 
also has experience of being sectioned resoundingly reiterated this,

‘Days can seem endless in hospital. Boredom is rife and so toxic.’ (Patient 2021)

ì,�UHDOO\�VWUXJJOHG�LQ�KRVSLWDO�DV�,�GHVSHUDWHO\�ZDQWHG�WR�FKDQQHO�P\�IHHOLQJV�DQG�PRRGV�
LQWR�FUHDWLYH�WKLQJV�EXW�WKHUH�ZDVQâW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�WKLV�ú�(Patient 2021)

It is a radical and formidable task to bring museum quality artwork and creative activity into these 
spaces, to drive them into public consciousness and incite an essential shift in the way we consider 
HUK�[YLH[�WLVWSL�^P[O�[OL�TVZ[�KPɉJ\S[�VM�TLU[HS�OLHS[O�KPHNUVZLZ�

Hospital Rooms and Hauser & Wirth intend on building new opportunities for 
the arts to form an integral part of mental health treatment and services in 2022.

Sikelela Owen
Digital Art School

Venetia Berry
Digital Art School

Jasmin Sehra
Digital Art School

4PJOLSSL�>PSSPHTZ�.HTHRLY
Digital Art School

Charley Peters
Digital Art School

http://www.hospital-rooms.com


Press enquiries

Hospital Rooms - natalie@hospital-rooms.com

Hauser & Wirth - alicehaguenauer@hauserwirth.com

Avant Arte - katie@avantarte.com 

About Hospital Rooms

Hospital Rooms is an award winning arts and mental health charity that was founded when a friend 
of artist Tim A Shaw and curator Niamh White was sectioned under the Mental Health Act and the 
unit she was required to stay in was squalid, dilapidated and devoid of any sense of imagination or 
JYLH[P]P[ �̀�>L�UV^�^VYR�JVSSHIVYH[P]LS`�^P[O�HY[PZ[Z��TLU[HS�OLHS[O�WH[PLU[Z�HUK�Z[HɈ��5/:�;Y\Z[Z��
universities and cultural organisations to bring high quality artistic environments and opportunities 
to people with severe and enduring mental health diagnoses who are often otherwise ‘completely 
J\S[\YHSS`�PU]PZPISL»��:[HɈ�������HUK�HYL�OLSK�PU�[OL�TVZ[�YLZ[YPJ[P]L�TLU[HS�OLHS[O�ZL[[PUNZ�MYVT�
7Z`JOPH[YPJ�0U[LUZP]L�*HYL�<UP[Z�[V�-VYLUZPJ�ZLY]PJLZ��>L�ILSPL]L�HSS�WLVWSL�PU�TLU[HS�OLHS[O�OVZWP[HSZ�
should have access to extraordinary creative and cultural experiences.

About Hauser & Wirth

Hauser & Wirth was founded in 1992 in Zurich by Iwan Wirth, Manuela Wirth and Ursula Hauser, who 
were joined in 2000 by Partner and President Marc Payot and CEO Ewan Venters in 2020. A family 
I\ZPULZZ�^P[O�H�NSVIHS�V\[SVVR��/H\ZLY��>PY[O�OHZ�L_WHUKLK�V]LY�[OL�WHZ[����`LHYZ�[V�PUJS\KL�
outposts in Hong Kong, London, New York, Southampton, Los Angeles, Somerset, Menorca, Monaco, 
A\YPJO��.Z[HHK��HUK�:[��4VYP[a��;OL�NHSSLY`�YLWYLZLU[Z�V]LY� ��HY[PZ[Z�HUK�LZ[H[LZ�^OV�OH]L�ILLU�
instrumental in shaping its identity over the past quarter century, and who are the inspiration for Hauser 
& Wirth’s diverse range of activities that engage with art, education, conservation, and sustainability.  

About Avant Arte

Avant Arte is a creative marketplace that makes discovering and owning art radically more accessible 
MVY�H�UL^�NLULYH[PVU��-YVT�;H\�3L^PZ�HUK�1HTLZ�1LHU�[V�1LUU`�/VSaLY�HUK�*HP�.\V�8PHUN��(]HU[�
Arte collaborates with leading contemporary artists to create limited edition works, from sculpture 
LKP[PVUZ�[V�^VYRZ�VU�WHWLY�HUK�OHUK�ÄUPZOLK�ZJYLLUWYPU[Z��;OL`�HYL�I\PSKPUN�[OL�^VYSK»Z�SHYNLZ[�
creative community with over 2.5 million young art lovers, collectors and artists. Avant Arte was 
founded by Curtis Penning, Christian Luiten and Mazdak Sanii.

(IV\[�5VYMVSR�HUK�:\ɈVSR�5/:�-V\UKH[PVU�;Y\Z[

5:-;�WYV]PKL�TLU[HS�OLHS[O�HUK�SLHYUPUN�KPZHIPSP[`�JHYL�MVY�WLVWSL�HJYVZZ�5VYMVSR�HUK�:\ɈVSR��>L�
Z\WWVY[�H�WVW\SH[PVU�VM�Q\Z[�V]LY�����TPSSPVU�WLVWSL�HUK�LTWSV`�TVYL�[OHU�������Z[HɈ��6\Y�IPNNLZ[�
bases are at Hellesdon Hospital, Norwich, Wedgwood House, Bury St Edmunds and Woodlands Unit 
PU�0WZ^PJO�I\[�V\Y�Z[HɈ�HYL�IHZLK�PU�TVYL�[OHU����SVJH[PVUZ�
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